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dered it. He therefore made another much thicker; but
returning to the mountain and throwing it in, the same
result ensued, and at the same instant a flame rushing out
had nearly killed the monk and his companions; whereupon
they all ran off so frightened that they never repeated the
enterprise. I knew a priest in that town, who, by favour
of the treasurer, addressed a letter to the king of Spain, en-
treating to be furnished with two hundred slaves to open
that mountain, promising to draw very great treasure from
it. But his Majesty told him to open it at his own expense,
for he had no slaves to send him; and so the affair rested.
Three hundred miles from Leone, westward of Nicaragua,
and keeping almost constantly in sight of the sea, we find
the town of Guattimala, founded by Don Pietro d* Alvarado,
when he conquered that province. It is situated between
two hills, whence smoke is often emitted. There are also
two other towns, that is to say, San Miguel and San Salva-
dor, a hundred miles distant from each other. Alvarado,
having achieved this conquest, shared out the land and
erected these towns. He was tranquilly enjoying repose in
this province, when he received the news that Francesco
Pizarro and Diego d'Almagro had entered Peru, and had
found incredible riches. He procured permission from the
emperor to proceed to that kingdom, and to conquer and
settle -in any part where there were no other Spaniards.
Thus, in the year 1534, he armed himself, and with seven
vessels quitted his government; and navigating on this voy-
age, at the end of seventy-four days he reached the coast of
Peru.1 He landed on the beach of Manta nella Valle, which
was afterwards called by the Spaniards Puerto Viejo. Ad-
vancing with good Indian guides, he passed over some very
1 It assuredly was a most tedious yoyage; and with a full embarcation,
of soldiers and horses, the making oft"only a dozen miles a day must have
impinged on the temper of Alvarado, who never was remarkable for
either prudence or patience, (Trans.)
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